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Visit www.americangirl.com 
to peek behind the scenes of 
AG magazine! Always get a 
parent’s permission before 
surfing the Web or giving out 
your full name, address, or any 
other personal info. 


Three cheers for 
these striped snacks 


This girl is trying to 
win a million dollars! 
Can she take the heat? 


Ta-da! It’s our story 
contest winner. 


Learn to write—and 
tell—your own jokes! 


24 


Look for fun facts sprinkled throughout the magazine! 


Anastasia Sinitsyna 
(left), age 12, and 13- 
year-old Eileen Boylan 
(right) had fun in the 
sun at our shoot. To 
splash into summer, 
turn to page 27! 


Cover photo: Jim Jordan 


Letters from You 


Surprise! 
We’ve added something special to 
this issue—look in the center of 
the magazine for a fun treat! You'll 
still get new paper dolls a couple of 
times each year, but you’ll also get 
other great surprises. We want to 
know how you like the new goodies 
in AG. Write to us! 


Reading Minds 
Thank you for the “Can You 
Read Your Pet’s Mind?” quiz in 
March/April 2000. I learned a 
lot about pets that I didn’t know. 
Now I can feel safe and ready to 
handle any pets, even if they 
are not mine! 


Dobler 


Age 11, New Jersey 


Making Money 
I liked the March/April issue 

a lot, especially “Petty Cash.” 
My mom is a veterinarian, so 

I made the cute and tasty treats 
for the animals she cares for. 

I sold them to her clients, and 
they loved them! 


kyler Babcock !-) 


Age 12, New York 
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Paper Pooch 
Thanks for “Paper Dogs” in the 
March/April issue. I can’t have 
a golden retriever for a pet, so 
I punched out the cute golden 
from the magazine. Now I'll 
have my dog wherever I go! 


Stille Warwawd 


Age 11, Ohio 


Great Ape 

We liked “Who’s That Gorilla?” 
from your March/April issue. 
It caught our eye because 
Koko is our school mascot. 

We enjoyed seeing her in your 
magazine and learning more 
about her. Thanks! 


Cacaline Blacle 
Age 11, New Jersey 


Age 10, New Jersey 


Write to Us! 


Want to drop us a line? Write us at: 


AmericanGirl 
8400 Fairway Place 
Middleton, WI 53562 


You can also send letters via e-mail to 
im_agmag_editor@pleasantco.com. 

No matter how you write us, be sure to 
include your full name and birth date. 
We can’t print every letter we get, but 
we read each and every one. 


Illustrations: Mary Lynn Blasutta 
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~ oS) Moxie Soda was originally advertised a6 a medicine that could cure any Sickness. 
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Buzzword 
American girls everywhere will be 
using this buzzword this season: 


moxie 7 


How to Say it: MAHK-see 


What it means: courage or “nerve” 


Where it comes from: /Vioxie has a 
bubbly history. In the 1930s, a 
popular soda pop was called Moxie. 
Maybe some people thought drinking 
it gave them courage! 


One way to use it: “It took a lot of 


moxie for Selena to jump off the 
high dive.” 


The buzzword is tucked somewhere 
into this issue of American Girl. 
Can you find it? 


Like many girls, Leah Engel, 12, loves summer camp. So does her 
dog Stormy! They attended a special dog-training camp last year 


in California. Stormy sailed through hoops, ran obstacle courses, 
and more. “He’s a quick learner!” Leah says proudly. Sound like 
fun? Try these games with your own pooch for a tail-waggin’ time! 


High Hoops 

Hold a hula hoop in one hand and a 
treat in the other. The hoop should 
be touching the floor. Lure your dog 
through the hoop with the treat. 
Say “Jump!” as she goes through 
the hoop. After a few tries, raise 
the hoop a few inches off the floor. 
Reward your dog each time she 
makes it through the hoop. Practice 
jumping three or four times. Then 
give your dog a rest—and a big hug! 


Dog-stacle Course 

Set up an obstacle course for your dog. Use 
a big cardboard box with open ends for a 
tunnel. Stack empty shoe boxes to make low 
hurdles. Use treats to lure your dog through 
tunnels and over hurdles. See how fast she 
can go! 


JuLY/AUGUST 2000 
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/ Hurry, Harry! 


mewrinrnionme | Joe Cream to Go 


out in early July! Here’s a sneak peek: : a 
- Shiela iaina: Next time you hear the jingle 
of an ice cream truck, think of 
Sara Gentile, 13. To get the 


treat-toting trucks in her 


C 4 = Reappearances of the secret 
Marauder’s Map, Sirius Black, 
and maybe Scabbers the rat 


« A possible romance for Harry— 
and it’s not with Ginny or 


Massachusetts hometown, 
she had to change the law! 


Hermione! 
Ice cream trucks had been 


Take a Guess! banned for years in Sara’s 


Author J.K. Rowling says Hermione 

(Her-MY-oh-nee) is a lot like a girl she 
remembers from her childhood. Who? 
Answer below. 


town. Some people said they 
caused accidents and other problems. So Sara decided to get the 
scoop. She wrote to police chiefs in seven nearby towns, asking if 


A. THB cis they’d had any truck trouble. All seven said no! 


best friend Sara reported her findings to 300 people at a town meeting. In a 
B. A know-it-all few months, frosty treats were rolling in. “I like knowing I changed 
in school 


gate a: says Sara. Success never tasted so sweet! 
C. Dorothy from — 
The Wizard of Oz 


D. J.K. Rowling herself 


q uamsuy 


More Magic, Please! 


Logan Dill, 11, of Kentucky belongs to : ; : foe 
the Harry Potter Withdrawal Club, a ! With pit from their parents, AG readers tested it 0 


group for kids who want more magical 
books between Harry Potter tales. Logan 
suggests these spellbinding stories: 


« The Chronicles of Prydain, 
by Lloyd Alexander 


« So You Want to Be.a Wizard, 
by Diane Duane 


Por we could 
cover the gray with. another color; and 
the magnets would still stick.” 


Magnetic Poetry Paint sells for $19.95 


Bro Touwa) 
Age 10, Wisconsin rw vy ~~ a pint, plus shipping. To order, ask an 


Check out our Potter poll on page 5! adult to call 1-800-370-7697. 


“Hurry, Harry!” and “Take a Guess!” adapted from Scholastic Inc.'s online interview with J.K. Rowling. Copyright © 2000 by Scholastic Inc. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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Your answers: 
In the March/April issue, we 
asked you if onlookers should 


keep quiet during kids’ sports 
events. Here’s what you said: 


True Story 


Nika and Adrienne’s coaster ride has its ups and downs. 


Dear American Girl, 


SQ) 
s ’ 
- Ry 1 


to (o\ bapa : ee M ener Scone 
amily, We tried Shouting _ 


we : x 
© were afraid we'd never get out With the seats locked, 


m! 931 Ke ; 


Uf 


Sincerely, 
AONE Ai 3 
Age 14 ‘ Michigan 


Age 14, Ohio 


Next question: 
Who’s your favorite Harry Potter 
character? Circle one. 


Re 
, 


Summer Style 


Bead a sparkly headband for a fresh new look. 


Ue 


E. Other (who 


1 Cut 2 pieces of embroidery floss, 
each 15 inches long. 


Tell us why you chose 
your answer. 


2 Thread a needle onto 1 piece of 
floss. Tie a double knot 1 inch from 
the other end. Thread beads onto 
floss until there are 1% inches of floss 
left. Take off the needle and double- 
knot floss close to beads. 


— ———  ———_-  ~—— 


‘ape UfAlg poue ‘SSa4ppe “owe anoh Up 5 OL Wau} jlew 


| F. | don’t like an 
3 Repeat step 2 with the other 
piece of floss. | 
4 Tie the beaded pieces of floss | 
together at each end. Double-knot a 
6-inch piece of elastic cord to the ends 
of the floss. Slip on your head and wear! 
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Gift Girl 
“After a birthday 
party, make a human 
present. Decorate 

one person with the 
wrapping paper from 
all the gifts. Then snap 
a picture!” 


Share your sitter stories! Maybe 
you’re a star sitter yourself, or 

| you’ve had one you'd like to tell us 
about. What’s your best or worst 

, babysitting moment? Send your 

2 | stories to the address on page 2. 

-£ — Include your name, address, and 

= birth date. 


your answe, 


Cut ovt 


—=-—— _ —_—-  ——_- ——-— 


Photo courtesy of SeaWorld ® Orlando 


Ken 
Age 11, Michigan 


When she was just a toddler, 


Secret Skil 


‘ 4 Carly Whiting of Virginia 


discovered she had a secret 
talent—she could bark like a 
seal! Soon Carly learned the 
calls of other ocean critters. 
Today the nine-year-old can 
honk like a sea lion, squeak 
i like a dolphin, and more. 
Recently, Carly visited some of her fishy friends at Sea World. “The 


beluga whale was the best,” she says. “It sounded just like me!” 


Visit www.americangirl.com to hear Carly’s beautiful beluga whale call! 


Nutty Know-How 


Try this game with your friends. Everyone writes a secret talent 
ona slip of paper. Mix up the papers in a hat. Draw a slip and try 
to guess whose talent it is. If you guess wrong, you have to act out 
that talent yourself! Here are some secret skills from AG readers: 


ebisoe SIAM 


Age 12, New Jersey 


HORA 


AMERICAN GIRL 
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Surf’s Up! 


Nearly 1,000 of you designed something cool y bring 
to the beach. Your seaside inventions got wave reviews! 


“My switch-a-roo swimsuit changes 
from a bikini to a tankini to a one-piece 
in seconds! Just pull down the extra 
material from the hidden compartment.” 


C f "seats — SIMy float is connected by a cup 
ieyanbgadbis i icin _ holder so you and a friend can 
float together.” 


Age 13, California 


“My beach service robot delivers 
snacks and blows up beach balls 
for you. It’s a lifeguard, too!” 

“| designed a surfboard with its 


an Rkbmor own radio so | can surf to my 


Age 11, Texas favorite tunes.” 


CWokee Cotins 


Age 11, California 


“| hate rubbing on greasy sunblocks. 
Now you can just chew this gum!” 


Galdou Workmon 


Age 11, Connecticut — 


“| drew a scrunchie that inflates into an — 
inner tube!” 


“Tired of your sand castles getting Jessica Steunk 
washed away? Try my new Super Age 12, Illinois 
Sand Color Glue!” 


Rebecca Abt 


Age 8, Rhode Island 


Heart to Heart Ny 


Peer Pressure 


Has someone ever talked you into 
doing something you didn’t want to 
do? How can you say no next time? 


I had long hair, 
and my friends 
told me I should 
cut it. I liked it long, but my 
friends kept annoying me until 


I did it! I really wanted my 
long hair back afterward. 
I learned that 
I should do 
what I want to “| 
do, not what 


my friends 
say to do. 


Age 12, cant Se 


Peer pressure is 
part of life, but if 
a friend pressures 
you in any way, THINK! Ask 
yourself, “Would a veal friend 
pressure me to do something 
I really don’t want to do?” The 
answer is no! 


Ce 


Age 10, New Hampshire 


AMERICAN GIRL 


Our teacher has 
something called 
a “Good Job! jar” 
full of candy, and if you get a 
good grade, youre allowed to 
take a piece. I got a good 
grade, but my friend didn’t. She 
tried to get me to take a piece 
of candy for her, but I didn’t. If 
you don’t want to do something 
your friend is pressuring you to 
do, just say no and change the 
subject. It always works for me. 


Ear MN. K-09) 


Age 11, Michigan 


My cousin dared 
me to crank call 


someone who 
goes to our church. After I did 
it, I felt bad because I knew it 
was wrong. Next time someone 
dares me to do something, I’ll 
choose to do what’s right. 


Age 12, Louisiana 


If you're not sure 
you want to do 


something, tell 
your friends you need time to 
decide. Then think about what 
might happen if you do it and 
how you'll feel in the future. 


Hi ies 


Some popular 
girls invited me to 
play with them. 
Then they told me to swear! I 
tried to refuse, hut they teased 
me. I gave in. Then they said 
that I couldn’t play with them 
because I talked dirty! If people 
need me to do things to 

get their friend- 
ship, they’re 


not worth 
having as 
friends. ; 
Emily Cohoele 


Age 13, Michigan 


Illustrations: Laura Cornell 


Ask yourself, “If 
my parents were 


here, would they 
let me see this or do this?” If 
not, walk away. It may be hard, 
but you'll know it’s right, and it 
will be easier next time. 


Rachel Woaforn 


Age 9, Indiana 


My friends told 
me to go make 


fun of a girl to her 
face. I did it because I didn’t 
want to embarrass myself in 
front of my friends. I felt really 
bad afterward because I hurt 
her feelings. o 
Just because 
your friends tell \ 


you to do some- 
thing doesn’t 
mean you should. 


Bocdrod Hrphinna 


Age 11, Kansas 


I did a lot of 
things to fit in, 


and I felt crummy. 
People may tease you if you 
don’t go along with them, but if 
you feel good about yourself, 
what they say won’t bother you. 
mad 


Age 11, Indiana 


My friend talked 
me into going 
under a bridge to 
meet her other friend, even 
though I wasn’t supposed to. 

I got grounded. When you 

say no, say it like 


you mean it, 
and walk away | 
before your 
friend has a 
chance to object. \ 


Moric, Kresdes- 
Age 11, Michigan 


Always listen to 
that little voice in 
your head—your 
conscience. If you do some- 
thing dumb, you might have to 
live with the consequences for 
the rest of your life. 


Sar Lechner 


Age 14, Wisconsin 


I was pressured 
by my friends to 
ask out this boy, 
so I did. When he said no, I felt 
bad, but I realized I didn’t even 
like him. Now I try to do things 


because I want to, not because £7) 


my friends will like me more. 


Veoh. Geeohedcay 
Age 12, Massachusetts 


See 


Peer pressure is 
something that 
happens to every- 
one. Don’t think you’re alone. 
No one can force you to do 
something you don’t want to do. 
Remember: you are the only 
one in charge of you. 


a 


ge 12, Tennessee 


—_——_ 


Speak from \ 
Your Heart 


Next subject: Party smarts. How 
can you be a happy hostess or a 
great guest? What can you do to 
make sure everyone has a good 
time? What should you never do 
at a party? 


Send answers, name, birth date, 
and school photo to: AmericanGirl 
8400 Fairway Place, Middleton, 
WI 53562. While we can print only 
about a dozen letters in each 
Heart to Heart, we read and learn 


from every one! 


Deadline: August 7, 2000. 
Some answers will appear in the 


January/February 2001 issue. X 


Amelia’ 
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| hope | have a great camp story te remember all my life, 
With my luck, I'll just have "The Biggest Bug Bite Story’ or "The Can't 
Sleep All Summer Long Because of Lumpy Bed Saga. ” “ 
June 23 


Mom made Cleo promise to take cave of me on the bus to 


camp, but the best thing she could do would be to stay FAR AWAY! 


Ak Licst, Cleo to sy 


me, Sith'ng as far from Cleo as 
or STOFIES About 


es poss ible 


yor he bus vide starte orribly- 
we clog 5&4 Shower es Bulger some of. the pet os it 
re ei pullles foy 2. yy, us tnto the camp mood with 
or es Luckily, rf, YY Singin contests. But what 
Ae te xt long \ rl get the one counselor 
aaa xO Pe. ten Who yelled at everybody? 
4 ¢ 
S 
10 wy Plastic pag pestan Case... 


Ge Cleo and | are going to Camp Runamukka for two WHOLE 


toasted marchmallow 
ratings: 


I+ felt great +o get OVT of the bus and INTO all that fresh ater, | got 


T 
barely singe 4 + 
why even bother 


: as 
You might ©) 
well eat it bee 
ary VE 4 ee Mee, Se : eae 
ia wo OrNSlors. We have a good cabin — HOt TOO leg a.m 
ene SUMS bathrooms, pet too far from the dining has/, 


Cleo’S in Aspen Cabin, rrght near the Stinky Foyle +, 


away from Cleo as fast as \ could — [dont want anyone to know she's my 


sister. Good thing shes not in my cabin. 


\'m in Redwood (Cabin with eleven other girls plas 


| con't tell what the other girls are l’ke yet, bat our counselors are 
nice, ( [didn't get the mean one — phew!) They had a bra bowl of 


totally peck — POPCOMN waiting for us, and we Sat around it introductng ourselves. was. 
ined ible Charcoal 


: ee odin? Ratnbow's req | 
crust with liqurtyey $0 nervous, lL didn't Know what to fo 2 ict ON ON ea ORME IS AME BEF Onn 
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Aromatherapy (but 
She likes compute ss 192. 


That night at orientation, the counselors told us about all the coo! 


stuff we're going to do — computers (we'll learn how to Scan artwork and 


design Web sites), canoeing, horseback riding, hiking, and lots of singing, 


even a talent Show. 
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You can read Amelia's e-mail from camp during July and August. 41 


and click on Amelia to see a new message each day! 


Photos: Acey Harper 
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Lauren Eggeman’s spicy cookies | 
s _ her anew oven and a trip to San F rancisco. Now, judges § 
in the Pillsbury Bake-Off Contest will decide if Lauren’s “ 

. cookies will win the top prize: one million dollars! 


ontestants, go to your ranges! The 
Bake-Off competition is under way!” 
The loudspeaker blares as 11-year-old 
Lauren and the other contestants march 
through a cheering crowd into the contest room. 
“T’m not nervous one bit,” says Lauren. “I’m 


1” 


excited!” It’s a good thing Lauren is a tough 
cookie. She is competing against 99 other cooks 
from around the country, and she’s the only kid. 

Lauren got the bug to enter the contest when 
her mom was a finalist two years ago and took 
Lauren with her to the Bake-Off. “It was so much 
fun,” Lauren says. “I wanted to win so we could 
come again.” 

Lauren’s wish came true, thanks to a special 
ingredient she remembered her grandma using 
in cookies—black pepper. When Lauren made 
up her cookie recipe, she tried the pepper. She 
thought it added just enough zip. The judges 
agreed, and chose Lauren’s recipe as a finalist 
from tens of thousands of entries. Her recipe 
even beat out the six her mom entered! 

Today she must bake her cookies, by herself, 
to try for the million-dollar prize. She has exactly 
enough ingredients for three batches: one for 
the judges, one for display, and one extra. 


Batch One 


Lauren makes the first batch of dough quickly. 
She places only three cookies on the baking sheet. 
“It’s anew oven,” she says. “I don’t want to do 


(| 
‘of 


have already won 


The Bake-Off begins with 100 cooks working at 100 mini kitchens! 
a whole batch before I’m sure how it will cook.” 
The cookies bake slower than at home, so Lauren 
adjusts the baking time. 

“Once when I was helping Mom bake cookies, 
I forgot to use hot pads,” she says. “I dropped 
the cookie sheet. The cookies went all over the 
floor, plus I burned my hand.” She doesn’t forget 
to wear them now as she takes out the cookies. 

While she rolls the rest of the dough into per- 
fect balls, reporters from all over ask questions 
about her recipe. Camera flashes, TV lights, 
and the noise from a hundred busy cooks make 
it hard to concentrate, but Lauren tries her best. 
“When I was practicing, I kept 
forgetting to roll the cookies 
in the cinnamon,” she says. 
“T can’t forget that!” 

Lauren is used to cooking 
for a crowd. At home in Ohio, 
she runs alemonade stand in 
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The first batch of 
cookies doesn’t 
taste quite right. 
Lauren decides 
there’s too much 
ginger and not 
enough pepper. 


the summer. Her customers include construction 
workers, teenagers, and once, a family of lost 
tourists. The crowd at the Bake-Offis a little 
different, though. When Lauren takes the first 
batch from the oven, TV cameras are everywhere, 
and TV star Phylicia Rashad from The Cosby Show 
wants a taste! She interviews Lauren and then 
takes a bite. 

“They’re good!” she says. “Real good!” 

But after Phylicia is gone, Lauren tastes one of 
the cookies herself. 

“Something’s wrong,” she says. “I messed up! 
They're not hot like they’re supposed to be. And 
I think I put too much of something in them.” 


Lauren starts the second 

, batch. She almost forgets 
SF torollthe dough balls in 
cinnamon, but remembers 


at the last minute. 
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When the second batch comes out of the oven, 
Lauren is disappointed. Although they taste 
right, Lauren says, “I put them too close together 
on the cookie sheet, so they didn’t come out 
perfectly round. Plus they didn’t crack on top like 
they’re supposed to.” 


Luckily, Lauren still has 
= ingredients for a third 
batch. She can split it up for 


the judges and the display. 
# Lauren stops talking to 
reporters so she can focus on her last chance to 
bake million-dollar cookies. When they’re done, 
she breathes a sigh of relief. They look great! 

Lauren chooses the 12 best cookies and 
arranges them on a plate for the judges. An 
official whisks them away to the secret judging 
room. The rest go on the display stand. 

“I didn’t taste this batch,” she says. “I probably 
should have! But I’m happy with them.” 

The winner will be announced in the morning, 
so Lauren has the rest of the day for fun. She’s 
excited to go shopping in San Francisco and 
leave the mess for someone else to clean up. 


Lauren’s used to facing a camera. At home, she and a friend 
make their own cooking videos. “We giggle a lot!” she says. 


wae 


The contestants wait to find out who will win the million dollars on live television. 


Early the next morning, many of the other contestants are nervous. 
Who will win the million dollars? Lauren is still calm. The only tense 
moment came before breakfast when her dad thought he had lost 
the plane tic <ets home! 

The cont stants file into the big room where Phylicia Rashad 
hosts the awards ceremony on a live television program. For Lauren, 
the news is not good. Sixteen finalists are announced, and Lauren is 
not among them. The million-dollar prize goes to a contestant who 
made a cream-cheese brownie pie. 

But Lauren is still smiling. She’s got her new 
oven and happy memories. “I’m just glad I got 
to be here,” she says. “I had a blast!” 

For information about how to 
enter the next Pillsbury Bake-Off, 
check the company’s Web site at 
www.Pillsbury.com. 


Lauren signs her recipe 
in a Bake-Off booklet for 

a fan. Autographs from 
contestants are a hot item. 


Lauren’s @ 


Cookies 


Try Lauren’s recipe 
for Sugar and Spice 
Black Pepper Cookies. 


1 package Pillsbury 
Cinnamon Swirl Quick Bread 
and Coffee Cake Mix 


3 teaspoons ginger 
¥% teaspoon pepper 


*% teaspoon cloves 


% cup shortening © © 


1 egg, slightly beaten 


Step 1 Heat oven to 350 
degrees. Set aside % cup of 
swirl mixture from package. 


Step 2 In a large bowl, combine 
quick bread mix from package, 
remaining swirl mixture, ginger, 
pepper, and cloves. Mix well. 


Step 3 Mix in shortening with a 
fork or pastry blender until the 


dough looks like coarse crumbs. 


Add the egg and mix well. 


Step 4 Shape dough into 
1%-inch balls. Roll balls in 
reserved swirl mixture. Place 
2 inches apart on ungreased 
cookie sheet. 


wi Step 5 Ask an adult to 


help you bake cookies 
12-14 minutes until edges 
are set. Cool 1 minute before 


removing from cookie sheet. 


Ac) The average age of the Pillsbury Bake—-Off contestants was 46 years old. 
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/ Contest 


+ Winner 


Last November, we 
invited you to write 

a story in a journal 
form. We picked this 
winner, inspired by 
“Amelia’s Notebook,” 
from more than 

700 entries! 


by Ruth Miller 
illustrated by Tricia Tusa 


Tomorrow were planting the garden! For weeks, I've been planning 
what to plant. I decided against peppers, onions, corn, cabbage, 
and all the other yucky stuff. I finally decided to plant PL 


T love peanuts and have never planted them before. + 
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May 8 
Whew! Today was a lot of work, but it was 
worth it. James planted corn. Susie planted 


flowers and potatoes. Pete planted pumpkins 


and carrots. And I planted my beautiful 
peanut crop. Jane and Margaret (the twins) 

didn’t plant anything, but when they tre older, 
I'm positive they'll plant squash. They're both 


oy t love 
wea 9 Ss 


ow! OUCH, 


crazy about squash. The last time I planted 
squash was the last time I ever will. 


~ Peanut patch. 
No peanuts. 


June 24 Jost a few leaves: 


I can’t believe it! Everyone's plants are growing wildly EXCEPT mine! 


Pumpkins growing! 


Susie’s flowers are growing perfectly, Pete has a fantastic pumpkin ( 
d oe y: perme. 

patch started, and James's corn is growing tall. 

But as for my garden, there are just a few 
yg J 


green leaves. Maybe it needs more water. 


July 5 i 

Hurrah! My peanut plants are really growing! Oe: Ay , | rn raaret 
‘ho : Fmua pe — 

Dad explained that peanuts growa lithe. 4% 4yatY pier ee fh 


f] 
slower than most plants. I can hardly wait a(S 
until I get those peanuts! C 


x um-yum! Ig Can taste aN those Peanuts a\rea?Y 
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f Contest Winner 


W hy are Peanuts 
called “Peanut.”> 


eth 
a 


, @ 
as 


A 


“Srey nuts they haven't produced one peanut! I can’t understand it. I'll talk to 


July 29 
I'm starting to get worried. My peanut plants are turning brown, and 


EW Are they Dad tomorrow. 


z, 
on are 
ally only this b19: 


July 30 


what they Today was James's birthday, but 


I spent most of it in the garden. 
Dad said I needed to weed and 
water the peanuts more. I pulled 


this big? 
wer’ oe 


weeds for ages (it seemed), and 


s for giant- 


there were still abouta billion. 


9 owing tablet 


(4 


Iwatereda lot today, 
but all I gotwasa puddle in 
the middle of my patch. 
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angry and sad 
xhe same time 
ox 


= 


was 50 furious wi 
les ™y plants that 
Lye : 7 
lag €d to kill the™ yh 
on Dad suggest® 
"broke my heat’ 


T feel like 
the world is 
falling apart. 


Dead peanu*® 


Dead hopes 


August 1G 


pete’s carrots Contest Winner | 


and pumpkin 


The product? 
NOTHING 


; jj 
Susie’ S potatoe, | 


{ 
wers 


4 


nd flo’ 


Nearly all my plants are dying. My splotch is going to be 

just as bare as itwas when I started. What happened? 

I don’t understand. I worked all day in my garden, and it 
looks as bad as ever. We had some of Pete’s carrots and 
Susie's potatoes for lunch, but I hardly touched a bite. 


August 24 9 
At dinner, Dad said I should pull up my peanuts, but Ijust 
can’t. I gave him a look that said, “Please, please not Pe, 
yet!” Dad grinned and winked at Mom with that adultish 33 
look that says, “We know something you don't know, and 5 5 
we're not telling.” z a 
os 2 


winks When 
a 
; a x0 something 
¢ Q) vk en 2 
NN , 


a 
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August ai 
All my peanuts are completely dead. I quess it’s 

a no use keeping them in my garden. I'll probably 

throw them away tomorrow or the day after. 


August fg 
Today I went outside to pull up my plants. I put on 


Mom's old gloves and walked sadly to the garden. 


I grabbed the first peanut plant set eyes on. I nearly cried, but 
I made myself pull it up. It was hard because the roots were deep— 


I thought. But when the plant came up, I gasped and nearly dropped 
it. There, in my hand, lay a huge batch of 


6 < 


round, green-broy,, 
— /] 


AMERICAN GIRL 


aga 


Contest Winner | 


nee soloud Mom thoy 
A = ae < eo weenie by @ snake 
gral everme, CAS owt Nese) | ee pres eres 
on wee too pa =)p ee ] H. : on sro" onher Foor 
care, ‘ 5 : pata f a agg : 
Vee Ry i aa z d a = awe 


m( ouch! 


& 


once ashe ™y mom to 
zeae!" ™e how to cook. 
{ourned myself and 


forever abandoney 


ove fell off. 


qwas $° log 


Py. q/ “ 
Re Sy 7 % 2. 


~~ 


" 


September 15 
We dried the peanuts, and we ate them tonight for dinner. They tasted 


great, but next year I’m going to plant something easy—like beans! * 


Meet the Author 
Rutk Mille, 


Each person in my family gardens 


Honorable mentions go to: 


a plot of land. My sister planted 


| peanuts once and was surprised to 


learn how they grow. I like to grow 
potatoes—it’s fun to dig up the big ones! 
Ruth, age 11, lives in Georgia. 
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Red, white, and yum! Cut an 
angel food cake into cubes. 

| Layer strawberry slices, cake 

| cubes, and whipped topping 

| in dishes. End with a dollop 
of whipped topping and a few 
slices of strawberry. 
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Yy Pop Rocks make this 
dessert crackle! Ask an 
adult to help you make one 
red and one blue 3-ounce 
package of Jell-O, according 
to the package directions. 
Chill in separate 9" x 13" 


pans. Cut Jell-O into cubes. 
Spread whipped topping 
between red and blue layers 
of Jell-O in a few glasses. 
Sprinkle Pop Rocks candy 
on top, and eat before the 
candy fizzles! 


Have dessert for breakfast! 
Layer plain or vanilla yogurt, 
blueberries, raspberries, 
strawberries, Rice Krispies, 
and red and blue Froot Loops 
in a tall glass. Top with more 
yogurt and a few blueberries. 


Stars and Stripes 


Like cheesecake? You'll love 
this! In a large bowl, mix 

8 ounces softened cream 
cheese and 6 tablespoons 
powdered sugar with a fork 
or whisk until fluffy. Add 

1 cup whipped topping and 


‘L teaspoon lemon juice. Stir 
until smooth. Layer cream 


_ cheese mixture in glasses 


with blueberries and sliced 
strawberries. Top with 
whipped topping and stars 
cut from Fruit Roll-ups. 


Cookie Crackle 


Crumbled cookies add crunch 


to this treat. In a large bowl, 
combine 3 ounces softened 
cream cheese, 1 cup ricotta 
cheese, 1 cup prepared 
vanilla pudding, and 7/2 cup 
thawed orange juice 


concentrate. Mix well with a 
fork or whisk. Crumble butter 
cookies and layer with cream 
cheese mixture, blueberries, 
and raspberries in glasses. 
Add whipped topping and a 
cookie on top. x 
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by Rick Walton 


School’s out for summer, but you can still earn a degree in tee-hee-hee! 
Just follow a few simple rules, and you'll be writing jokes 
that'll keep your friends giggling all summer long. 
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THE RULES 


1. Choose a noun, like an animal name. 


We'll start with “CHIMPANZEE.” It 
helps to pick a word that’s already a 
little bit funny. 


2. Look closely at the last sound in the 
word, and think of another word that 
starts with that sound. “CHIMPANZEE” 
ends with the sound “ZEE.” 
What’s a word that starts 
with the same sound? 
“ZEBRA!” Mix the two 


words together to create your 
punch-line word. You'll end 
up with something like 
2a___ “CHIMPANZEBRA.” 
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3. Write a question about the two 
words in your punch-line word. 
Make sure the question doesn’t 
actually use those two words. 
For example: 
“WHAT'S BLACK 
AND WHITE, RUNS 
FAST, AND LOVES TO 
EAT BANANAS?” 
4. Put your question and your punch’ 
line together: 
Q: WHAT'S BLACK AND WHITE, 
RUNS FAST, AND LOVES TO 
EAT BANANAS? 
A: A CHIMPANZEBRA! 


You're ready to write your own jokes! 
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LAUGH LAB 


The more punch lines you think of, the more jokes you'll be able to make up, and the better they'll be. 


Here are two more quick and easy ways to come up with your own comic concoctions: 


Change one of the vowel sounds in the word 
you start with. Using “chimpanzee,” you might 


” 66 


come up with “champanzee,” “chompanzee,” 
or “chimpunzee.” 
Q: What’s the only jungle animal that can scare 
a shark? 


A: The chompanzee. 


WHAT'S FUNNY? 


When you write punch lines, come up with as 
many as possible. Don’t worry about whether 
they’re good or not. Then set the punch lines 
aside for a while. Later on, take a close look at 
your list. You may realize that some of your 
punch lines are funnier than others. Use your 
funniest punch lines to write funny questions 
for your jokes. When you're done, tell only your 
best jokes. And by the way, these jokes are best 
told when everyone’s already a little silly! 


Replace one of the syllables in the word with 
a rhyming word. “Chimpanzee” becomes 
“shrimpanzee,” “blimpanzee,” or “limpanzee.” 
A good rhyming dictionary will help you with 
this step. 

Q: What’s the smallest animal in the jungle? 


AX: The shrimpanzee. 
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HILARIOUS HOMEWORK 


Use the rules you just learned to laugh it 
up with these silly subjects! 


Punny Personalities: 


oO Q: Which wizard is also a great golfer? 


d| A; Harry Putter! 


O Q: Which TV star has a green thumb? 
A: Grow-sie O’Donnell. 


ASSIGNMENT ONE: Snow White 
PUNCH LINE: Snow Wait 


Write your own question to finish the 
joke! Do the Same for assignments two 
and three, Stumped? Check the answer 
box on Page 42 for ideas. 


Zany Zoology: 


: _ 
Q: what big, 8ray animal 
; always smiling? 


As The happypotamus. 


weighs 7,000 


ere 
Q: Who has big ©aF d a handsome 


pounds, and marrie 
! 
A: Cinderelephant! 


prince? 


i ros 
GNMENT THREE: Rhinoce 
gsi LINE: Rhinocerust 


& 


i : Toolay,” and you'll find giggles gelore 
& Go to ww.americangir,.com for a new joke every dayl en on “To Do To ayy 4 999 
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, a ee er) 
el vie 
wet 4 P Speen 


her the hose and run away! 


bash oss paaner : 
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Super Squirter 
Thoroughly clean an empty 
ketchup or mustard squirt 
bottle. Fill it with water, and 
use it to squirt the heat away! — 


Drip, Drip, Drench! 
Play Duck, Duck, Goose with a 
clean, wet sponge. Drip on the 
_ducks and drench the goose! 


a funny way, ands pee 


2B 


ryone else copies her. 
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Squirt-Tac-Toe 
Make a tic-tac-toe board on 
the sidewalk with sticks or 
chalk. Each player uses a 
water squirter to make the X’s 
or O’s. Work quickly, because 
when an X or O dries up, it 
doesn’t count! The hotter the 


day, the quicker you have to be. 


/ 


~~ 


Marathon Melt 

Divide into pairs. Everyone has 
to keep one hand behind her 
back. Each pair gets one ice 
cube. See which pair can melt 
the ice cube first! 


Soapy Toes 
Fill a kiddie pool with soapy 
water. Dump in a bunch of 
marbles. Set up chairs around 
the pool, and dip your feet in. 
See who can fish out the most 
marbles with her toes! Use 
the soapy water to wash 
the car when you’re 
done, and remember 
to pick up the 
marbles! 


ce 


Splash Tag 
Stand across from a 
friend, and toss a water 
balloon back and forth 
until it pops and splashes 
one of you. The person 
who gets splashed has to 
chase the other person until 
she tags her. 


Clap and Splat 


Toss a water balloon straight 
up, and see how many times 
you can clap before catching 
it. Take turns. If you drop the 
balloon and it doesn’t break, 
you get to go again. If the 
balloon breaks, you’re out. The 
person who can clap the most 
times and make a successful 
catch wins. 


Squirt Tag 
Give everyone a squirter. 
You’re out if you get wet! 


Sky Ball 
See how long you and your 
friends can keep a beach ball 
in the air without letting it hit 
the water. 


Catch or Splash 

Fill a bunch of water balloons, 
and choose someone to be the 
tosser. The tosser stands 
about 10 feet in front of the 
rest of the players. She tosses 
a balloon to the players and 
shouts out a number between 
1 and 5. The player who 
catches the balloon wins that 
many points. If a player breaks 
the balloon, she loses that 
many points. The first player 
to 10 wins. 


Cool-a Hula 

Each player hula-hoops while 
holding a paper cup full of 
water. The person with the 
most water left in her cup 
after one minute wins. 


Use Your Noodle 
Play softball in the water with a 
water noodle and a beach ball. 


Cool Mist 

Before a long, hot car trip, fill 
a spray bottle set on mist with 
icy-cold water. Give yourself a 
few squirts to feel refreshed! 


Water Yo-Yo 

Cut a large rubber band in 
half. Tie one end to a filled 
water balloon. Hold the other 
end and yo! 


Little Squirts 

You'll need a sloped sidewalk 
for this game. Draw start and 
finish lines with sidewalk 
chalk. On “Go!” each player 
places an ice cube on the 
start line and squirts the cube 
with a water squirter to help 
it cross the finish line. 
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1 - dj 
Bubble Pop “..- 


One person blows soap bubbles, 
and everyone else tries to 

pop them with water squirters. 
Don’t let any get away! 


Basketbrrrrr 

Set up a sprinkler by a 
basketball hoop, and play 
a game of Horse with a 
twist—you have to stand in 
the sprinkler to shoot! 


Volleybalioon 

Two players stand on each 
side of a volleyball net, holding 
a towel between them. Serve 
a water balloon to the other 
side by placing it in the towel 
and launching it over the net. 
The players on the other side 
must catch the balloon in their 
towel and then launch it back. 
If the balloon breaks on your 
side, the other team gets a 
point. If a team launches the 
ball out-of-bounds, the other 
team gets a point. Play to 10. 
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Jump and Splash 
Turn on the sprinkler, grab 
your jump rope, and jump in 
the spray. 


No-Ball Fight 


Have a warm-weather snowball 
fight! Divide into teams, fill a 
couple of buckets with water, 
and give each team a pile of 
clean sponges. Players throw 
sponges at the other team. If 
you get hit, you’re out. The 
first team to run out of 
players loses. 


Who Wants to Be 

a Chill-ionaire? 

Pick one person to be the 

host, and give her a squirter. 
Everyone else lines up. The 
host asks the first person a 
question. If she gets it wrong, 
she gets squirted and goes to 
the back of the line. If she gets 
it right, she gets to be the next 
host. The original host goes to 
the end of the line. 


Save the Soda 


Each player gets 3 sponges 
and an empty 2-liter soda 
bottle. Set up the bottles on 
the ground. Each player 
tries to protect her own 
bottle while trying to knock 
down the other players’ 
bottles with the sponges. 
The player with the last 
standing bottle wins! 


Beat-It Ball 


Gather as many soft balls as 
you can to play this wild 
game. Divide into 2 teams. 
Make a line down the middle 
of the swimming pool with a 
rope or string of floats. Put 
half the balls on each side of 
the line. Choose a timekeeper. 
On “Go!” players throw as 
many balls as they can to the 
other side. After 3 minutes, 
the timekeeper yells “Stop!” 
Whichever team has the 
fewest number of balls on 
their side wins! 


Balloon Bombs 

Players stand in a circle, an 
arm’s length apart. Start 
passing water balloons quickly 
around the circle. (You may 
have to toss them.) If a balloon 
breaks, the last person who 
touched it has to sit down, and 
play continues over her head. 
The last person standing wins. 


Poolympics 

Make up your own mini 
Olympics with events like raft 
races and splash contests! 


around a bucket of water 
while music plays. When the 
music stops, whoever has the 
bucket dump it on her head! x 


answer thr describes you best. 


‘L. You have 105 TV channels, but today 
they’re all showing reruns. You... 


{ (2. te your six favorite shows again to catch 


anything you missed seeing the first time. 


b. watch a video, then go outside to practice 
shooting free throws. 


C. watch TV? Who has time? 


2. You're finally out of the car. You’ve slapped 
on some sunscreen and youre ready to hit the 
beach. The first thing you dois... 


@. dip your toes in the surf, then spread your 
towel out and snooze. 


b. dig in the sand and build a castle 
with your brother. 


(c)jume waves, swim, and race down 
the shore after the seagulls. 


, on Hh | 
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3. Your best friend is 
sleeping over on Friday! 
You can’t wait to... 


a. play video games until 
the sun comes up. 


b. gather everything you 
need to make tons of 
bracelets to sell to 
your friends. 


rn on your favorite 
songs and dance the 
night away. 


4. Good news: a neighborhood 
friend invites you over. Bad news: 
your dad can’t drive you. You decide to... 


a 


@. stay home. No ride? No way! You talk 
on the phone with your friend instead. 


Db. walk over and meet your friend at the 
ark—it’s halfway. 


C. hop on your bike and pedal to your 
riend’s house. 


6. Your mom says she wants to do something 


together, just the two of you. Best of all, he 
get to pick the activity. You choose . 
@. a night on the couch 


watching family videos 
of you as a baby. 


b. an afternoon of making a 
scrapbook filled with your 
silliest vacation photos. 


day of swimming at the 
5, What a great day you’ve had camping with pool. This time you know 


. , Mom will go off the high 
your family! Now comes the best part—sitting ee 


dive, too! 
around the campfire. You volunteer to... 
break up the graham crackers to make s’mores. 1. At summer camp, you’d be voted... 
= walk around the campsite to find perfect 
@. Bed Bug. 


marshmallow sticks for everyone. 


our the forest to gather armfuls of wood. rae ue: 


Lam C. Game Girl. 
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What’s the [B@SU 


and WO ir St Advice 


You Ever Got? 


Best 


“Pack lots of underwear.” 
| had two days left of camp, and | 
thought | only had one pair left. 
Luckily | found more packed under 
a T-shirt! 


Hannan Gomez 
Age 11, Arizona 


“Play with the child while the 
parents are still home.” That 
way the child can get to know you, 
and the parents can help you handle 
any problems. 


Age 12, Virginia 


“Pinch your earlobes—hard.” 


A My aunt told me this. It works! 


-& 
Chcistino Cusxede 
Age 12, New York 
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Worst 


“Bring a picture of your family.” 
It makes me more homesick! 


Wr0le 


Age 11, New York 


“Do whatever you want. The 
parents will never know.” 
| had sitters who talked on the phone, 
watched TV, and made me go to bed 
early. If you do this the kids won’t 
want you again, and their parents 
won’t trust you. 7 


9 


Age 13, Michigan 


“Scare them away.” It doesn’t 
help. To make matters worse, it made 
my friend mad! 


Kal ie Dacca 


Age 11, California 


Best Worst 


“Give people time to get used “Get the trendy new style that 


to your new cut.” As long as you everyone has.” You'll look just like 
like it, don’t worry about what other everyone else. Chances are, the style 
people think. won’t be cool in three days! 
Shale, Yintmann Frannie Mollie fale 
Age 12, Missouri Age 12, Massachusetts 

“Earn it.” If you show your parents “Say, ‘You’ll probably say no, 
you deserve what you want, you’ll but .. .’” Your mom will just say, 
probably get it. “If you already know the answer, then 


why do you ask?” 
Age 13, Texas Mer IFrace Cell, 


Age 10, Ohio 
“Ignore it.” | tried this with a bully “Ignore it.” This is awful advice. It’s 
at school. It definitely wasn’t easy, almost impossible to ignore someone 
but it worked! In two weeks, the who’s teasing you. The best thing to 
teasing stopped. do is tell an adult. 
Emily -) Ppdren Ves 
Age 11, Ohio Age 13, New York 


One thing girls agreed on—the all-time worst advice 
was about stage fright: 
“Imagine the audience sitting in their underwear.” 


My teacher told me that before my flute recital. | burst out 
laughing in the middle of Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony! 


Alicon :-) 


Age 12, Vermont 
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with the 


Wind 


PS sparkle in the sun. Fringe sways. Singing voices rise above 
a deep drumbeat. At the All-Children’s 


Powwow in Santa Fe, New Mexico, 


young Native Americans dance to Wy} 
celebrate their culture. Hundreds of families share stories and 
laughter as the dances of different tribes 


and different times swirl together. The 


dancers compete, but first 
only goal. They’re here to have fun and form lasting 


friendships. Follow in the footsteps of three girls who 


dance to honor old traditions—and to make new ones. 
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“When I’m dancing, I try to make 
it look like I’m flying,” explains 
Brittney Whiteman, 13. “I move 
my shawl around with my arms 
and dance like a butterfly.” 
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Amanda Wilcox’s Indian 
name is Blue Rainbow—just 
what her jingle dress looks 
like when she dances! 
Amanda (below at left) was 
the powwow’s “head girl.” 
With the head boy, she led 
hundreds of dancers in the 
grand entry, which is like a 


Brittney Whiteman, part 
Navajo, part Cheyenne, and 
part Ute, competes in the 
fancy shawl dance. This 
fast, free-flowing style grew 
out of traditional Native 
American dances. Fancy 
shawl dancers mimic the 
wind. “You twirl and hop 
around,” says Brittney. 
“Nobody really teaches you 
the moves—you just make 
up your own.” 
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parade that starts off the 
powwow. “I’ve never been 
first before,” Amanda, 13, 
says. “I was really proud.” 
That’s Amanda in the photo 
at right, paying back the 
honor of being chosen as 
head girl by giving gifts to 
others at the powwow. 


Nearly everyone calls Cynovia 
Wing by her Ute Indian name: 
Snowbird, or Snow for short. 
Snow, who’s also part Navajo, 
performs the traditional 
buckskin dance. Traditional 
dancers move to a slower 
drumbeat. When the singing 


begins, Snow keeps her feet 
low to the ground. Her quiet, 
gentle steps show respect for 
the Earth. 


“The flowers on my dress 
represent my Ute people,” 
Snow explains. “Utes love 
roses. They grow all over in 
the Ute Mountains. That’s 
what my grandma told me 
and her grandma told her. The 
story goes from generation 
to generation. I’m proud of 
my heritage. I’m proud of my 
culture. I’m proud of myself!” 


This belt once belonged to Amanda’s 
grandmother. Amanda’s uncle designed 
her jingle dress, and her moccasins 
were once her mother’s. 


Boy fancy dancers wear bright feathers 
like these instead of fringed shawls. 
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Traditional dancers are known for their 
beautifully beaded outfits. Even though 
she’s only 13, Snow Wing is learning 
to bead from her mom. “It’s important 
that I learn,” Snow says, “because if 

| have kids, I’m going to have to bead 
their outfits someday.” 4 
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>. Watch Ovt or the Bc aye Ha 


_ Beaeie Brown’s birthday bash was blitzed by a blizzard of b’s. 


“O|PPU Y é] we JeYyM “SNouss SuiyjoU WwW, ‘paule;dxa Ww, UEYM yngG—snoleysAw ayinb w,} “ys41 Py 


Seeds 


All answers on page 42. 


JSP] Ul SBUIOD SABMje JOA ‘}SHJ Ul S@WIOD SAeMye JEU, 


é 


The letters s and t. Joy Stebrer What do you call a bull when he is taking a short nap? A bulldozer, Stooy ji ee 


Age 12, Ohio Age 12, Massachusetts 
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Amazing Grape 


Your friends will flip for this fruity magic trick! —_ Fillin the aaa that ee He ae or 
blue mote to answer this Sued! riddle: 


a Use your thumb to hold 
a toothpick along the palm end of the toothpick so it 


side of your index finger. looks as if you’re balancing é\ ae 


( is 


the grape on your fingertip. 


VF 
7) 

. Show the grape to 4. Toss the grape toa 
your friends. Pretend it’s friend and challenge her 
very hard to balance. to balance it. Then eat 
Make sure your audience the grape and throw the 
doesn’t see the toothpick. toothpick away later! 


Crack-Up Code 


To answer this riddle from Jessica Velez, 11, of Pennsylvania, first solve the clues below. 
Then move the letters from your clue answers to the numbered spaces in the riddle answer. 


1. . Take the elevator to the topo or What did the grass seed say to the 
Z baseball field? 


2. If your hair is feeling abit e5_) LL 


it’s time for a shampoo. aa, 


3. Jenna’s rock band is getting pretty 


aNousten What do you call a frozen tropical bird? Parrot-ice! Sara. Connon What kind of lights did Noah use on his ark? Floodlights. Sierra Tremble 


Age 13, Maryland 


fe sean f 4 
How does a dogeatcher get paid? By the pound! Hannah este Dar jn Why did the cow go to the library? To check out an udder book. 


Age 10, Georgia 


JuLy/AUGUST 2000 


Age 10, Wisconsin 


Texas 


41 


ejwojied ‘OT o8y 


uiNfOA uo SJ AW Op |,, g4aded a4} 0} Aes jisued ay} pIpeUM SNoP 


unossiw ‘TT 3a 


The Aggie Gang 
Buried Weawels = AG Code 


It’s the hottest day of summer, but Nicole’s Use the decoder to unscramble this riddle 


Age 14, Washington 


searching for buried treasure at the beach. sent in by Cornelia Moore, 13, of Colorado. 
Help her find it! Just cross out all the letters 

in the word sand to discover the best 

treasure this beach has to offer. 


What’s the only kind of table you can eat? 
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Age 12, Maryland 
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Because the can said “concentrate” on it. Kelly SKO-pere What is it that goes up and down but really cannot move at all? The temperature. Chrictina --) 
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5) What kind of flower is always right under your nose? Two lips! OWE Obersoe(( Why did Sally stare at the orange juice? 


Age 13, Oregon 
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Illustrations: Laurie Caple 


Clue 1 

Pictures of sad-eyed children 
were popular when I was eight, 
so 1 Tuer myself to draw them. To make 
some extra money, I sold my drawings at our 


church bazaar for $2 each! 


Clue 2 

My older brother and I threw 
flour on the kitchen floor, and 
we made pretty patterns in the white dust with 
our fingers. Our mom wasn’t happy when she 
discovered that we had cooked up a real mess! 


Clue 3 

Camping with my family at 
Yellowstone National Park was 
lots of finde at nighttime when my 
dad told us some of his stories. To me, his 
imagination was magical! 


Clue 4 

With its lava lamp and wild 
colors, my room was groovy in 
the 1960s! To add my own personal touches, 

I painted funky “psychedelic” patterns on my 


window shades. 


Whos That (ir 


Here’s an American girl of yesterday. Read the clues 
about her and guess who she 1s now. 


Here I am at age 12. 


ee Clue 5 


As a girl, [loved summer day 
camp, where we took long 
nature walks. I liked to watch the animals and 
birds play. I even spent hours making and 
painting a whole collection of model birds. 


Take a guess! 


When this American girl grew up, she became: 
a chef 


ca zoologist 
llustrator © Wan interior designer 


Turn the page and find out if you’re right! 
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&&) While she draws, Mary's two dogs Sleep on her feet like, big fluffy slippers! 


she's Mary Gran 


wees Artist Mary GrandPré 

= (Grand-PRAY) recalls her 
first art sale with pride. 
“That church bazaar was 
my first big sweep of the 
art world!” Today, she’s 
sweeping Harry Potter 
fans off their feet with her 
magical drawings for the 
best-selling books. 

“T love stories with magic and fantasy, so 
working on these books is great!” Mary says. 
Readers will see Mary’s new masterpiece on 
the fourth book’s cover, due out in early July. 

Mary is one of the few lucky people who get 
to read new Harry Potter books before they are 
published. But to keep the plots top secret, she 
has to hide the manuscripts from her family! 
Who’s her favorite character? “Hagrid reminds 
me of my two dogs because all three are big, 
hairy, sweet, and lovable,” she says. 

To get ideas for her drawings, Mary reads 
the book three times, paying close attention to 


Mary’s advice to American girls: 
“We all have special gifts. As you grow 
older, learn to nourish your gift, be proud 


of it, and share it with others!” 


Weng (ark fe _ 
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the story’s details. She does quick drawings 
first and then designs three rough sketches 
for the cover. The book’s publisher picks a 
favorite design, and Mary creates a final cover. 

In addition to the Potter books, Mary ha: 
illustrated several other ; 
kids’ books, and she drew : 
some of the landscape 
scenes for the movie Antz. 
Next, she’ll turn her dad’s 
campfire stories into 
books of her own. 


Mary draws Harry for a 
Every project reminds _ presentation at a school. 


Mary that her artistic dreams were picture- 
perfect all along. “Like a tree, you grow with 


every experience,” Mary says. “Life branches 
off, and you get a new fruit on each limb!” x 


You can.write to Mary c/o 

The Official Mary GrandPré 
Fan Club 

68 East Franklin 

Dayton, OH 45459 


Photo credits on page 2. 


Dear American Girl, 
I’m taking swimming lessons, 
and I’m not very good. I’m the 
oldest in my class! Worst of all, 
someone I used to babysit is in 
the class. It is 


ran 


so don’t let embarrassment hold 
you back now. Instead of spending 
class time worrying that you stick 
out, focus on really learning to 
swim. Work on getting better, and 
maybe even ask for some private 
instruction time. Then practice, 
practice, practice! That way, you 
can leave:the little kids behind 
and make a real splash with kids 
your own age. 

+ 
Dear American Girl, 
I have a friend who always says 
“No offense” when the things 
she says are offensive! It really 
bugs me! What should I say the 
next time she says it? 
(Uo OF Sense 
It sounds as if your friend already 
has a sneaking feeling that the 


things she says are bothering you. 


Next time it happens, speak up 
and tell her that you are offended. 
Give her a chance to apologize. 
But if she keeps covering up 
offensive statements by saying 
“No offense,” it might be time 
for you to say “Good-bye.” 

x 
Dear American Girl, 
I gave up playing an instrument 
a while ago. I have no intention 
of going back to it. But whenever 
my parents see someone playing 
that instrument, they say, “See? 
That could have been you.” How 
can I stop them? 
ZNSTRUMEWT-LESS 
When you gave up the instrument, 
did you put your heart into some- 
thing else? If not, that could be 
the reason behind your parents’ 


comments. They may just want to 


_ see you involved in an activity you 


love. So try lots of things and find 
what makes you happy. This way, if 


your parents mention music again, 


» you can let them know that what 


you’re doing now means more to 
you than playing music did. Who 
knows? When your parents see 
superstars doing what you love, 
they may Say, “Someday that could 
be you!” 

x 
Dear American Girl, 
I just got back from summer 
camp, where I got really close to 
the counselors. I miss them so 
much that I cry every day! What 
if they aren’t there next year? 
Unrnacpy camper 
You can’t control what happens 
next year, but your memories can 
lift you up when you’re feeling 
sad. Jot down your favorite stories 
from camp. Gather up things 
like funny photos, postcards, 
and letters, and use them to fill 
a scrapbook. Whatever happens 
next year, a flip through your 
scrapbook will always make you 
feel close to the people who 


made this summer so special. 
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MORE HELP! 


Dear American Girl, 
I can’t fall asleep. I read every 
night and listen to music, but 
nothing works. I even tried 
going to bed at all different 
times. Sometimes I’m awake 
after my parents have fallen 
asleep. What should I do? 
Sreepyhead 
There are lots of things you can do 
to help you drift off to dreamland. 
Go to bed at the same time every 
night and get up at the same time 
every morning, even on weekends. 
Lots of exercise should tire you 
out, but don’t do it right before 
bed. Music and books are good, 
but choose wisely—blasting rock 
music or getting caught up ina 
thrilling mystery won't relax you. If 
you’re restless because something 
is bothering you, you'll sleep a lot 
better if you talk about it with a 
friend, parent, or counselor. Still 
can’t sleep? Time to see a doctor. 
Sweet dreams! 

x 
Dear American Girl, 
My friend invited me to go on 
a vacation with her family. We 
talked about it a lot, and I got 
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very excited. Then she invited 


a different friend and uninvited 
me. She really hurt me! Help! 
Uninv i ec 
Ouch! You’ve learned something 
important about this girl—and your 
friendship. Next time she asks you 
to go somewhere exciting, be sure 
her parents and your parents hear 
about it. That way, everyone knows 
the plan, and it’ll be less likely to 
change. In the meantime, though, 
you may want to make your own 
plans with more reliable friends. 

+ 
Dear American Girl, 
I’m loose about most things, but 
I’m way too competitive when 
I play sports. I guess I’m no fun 
to be around during games. 
“Too Competitive 


Winning is important, but you’re 


wise to realize that how you win 


matters, too. Why are you no fun? 


i Are you seeing red because you’re 


losing? Get your anger under 
control by taking deep breaths. Are 
you yelling when your teammates 
make mistakes? Shout a few words 
of encouragement instead. Hogging 
the ball? If you give other players a 
chance, they'll only get stronger— 


and you'll all be more likely to win! 


x 


Advice from You 


“If you want to tell your mom 
or dad something but you are 
too embarrassed, you should 
write to them! Instead of 
handing them the letter, put 
it in a spot where they go 
a lot. I do it with my mom all 
the time, and it really works! 


frre Camd ion 


Age 11, Colorado 


Need advice? Got advice? Write: 
Help! 
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8400 Fairway Place 
Middleton, WI 53562 
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\!) year-old Ohio girl pitched in. 
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']) really blossomed as a volunteer. With 
the help of her green thumb, the 14- 
1 a project 
called Plant a Row for the. Hungry. This 
project encourages gardeners to donate 


|| homegrown vegetables and fruits to 
iit 


rT ens, and other 
places that provide food, for th 


‘) \ i All through gardening. season, ‘Kristen 
worked in her vegetable plot an hour 
| every morning and an hour every 
+ evening. She grew green and purple 
/ beans, tomatoes and zucchini, 
4 peppers and squash, and much more! 
By the end of summer, she’d donated 
many baskets full of fresh veggies to a 
Native American community center in 
her area, “It made. mefeel good to 
know | was helping people of my own 
A heritage,” says Kristen, who has Native 


' 


*® American ancestors. Kristen’s garden 


Hungry, call toll-free 1-877-492-2727. 


* 


has been such a success, she’s now 

working hard to get others in her 
community to take part in Plant a Row ” 
for the Hungry, too. 


Kristen wants AG readers to know they 
can help out this year. There’s still 
time to plant and grow food to donate. 
And if you don’t have space for/your 
own garden, Kristen says you can 
collect fruits and vegetables from 
friends and neighbo who grow more 
than they can use. For information on 
how you can help Plant a Row for the 
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Coming up in the September/October issue 


Sports Scoop 


A girls guide to new Olympic events 


Twice as Nice? 
The truth about twins 


airy Scary Halloween 
Abatty batch of kooky crafts 


Plus: 
A new paper doll! 


Photo credit on page 2. 


